PMEA DISTRICT 10

Elementary Band & String Orchestra - East Festival

Hosted by Mr. Brian Rupnik, Bethlehem Area School District

Friday, May 4, 2012

Northeast Middle School Auditorium

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

Dear Elementary Band/Orchestra Director:

The 2012 PMEA District 10 Elementary Band and Orchestra - East Festival will be held on Friday, May 4, 2012 at Northeast Middle School in the Bethlehem Area School District.  To be considered for this festival, students must have at least 2 years of playing experience and be in fifth or sixth grade.  Directors will need to accompany their students to this event in its entirety.  A registration fee of $30.00 per student will be required for participation.  All participating directors must be MENC members and may nominate only those students under their tutelage in their assigned buildings.

Directors are asked to recommend up to 10 All-Star musicians on the nomination form, being careful to include all of the information requested.  Return completed form(s) and a copy of your PMEA membership card to:

Mr. Brian Rupnik

Northeast Middle School

1170 Fernwood Street

Bethlehem, PA  18018

Please return your form, postmarked by Thursday, January 28, 2012 so that I may start selection soon thereafter.

If you have any questions, please contact:

Brian Rupnik

Northeast Middle School

School phone – 610-868-8581    ext. 42462

Home phone – 610-266-8658

brupnik@bethsd.org
I hope to complete a good deal of correspondence via email.  On the nomination form, please submit an email address you check regularly.

I am looking forward to our working together in providing a rewarding experience for our young musicians.

Sincerely,

Brian Rupnik

Instrumental Music Teacher

Northeast Middle School

William Penn Elementary School

Bethlehem Area School District

Some information about our guest conductors:

Our guest band director for this festival will be Mr. Frank C. Parker.  He is the Director of Bands for Quakertown Community High School and Freshman Center.  He is the co-director of the Quakertown Community High School Panther Marching Band.  He is also an active clinician and guest conductor.  His performing ensembles have been featured at both PMEA and MENC (now known as NAfME) conferences.

Our guest string orchestra director for this festival will be Mr. Ron DeGrandis.  He is a recently retired instrumental music teacher from the Easton Area School District, where he taught band, orchestra and jazz band.  He has been a violist with the Allentown Symphony Orchestra since 1980.  He is also a composer, both of original compositions as well as arrangements of all kinds.  Mr. DeGrandis also gives private instruction on string instruments.

.

